
  

North East Joint Transport Committee

Executive Summary
The purpose of this report is to update the Joint Transport Committee (JTC) on recent 
developments in transport affecting the LA7 area.

The Go Ultra Low (GUL) North East programme (a £3 million programme of works funded 
through the Office for Low Emission Vehicles and the European Regional Development Fund) 
continues to progress well. The new Electric Vehicle (EV) filling station in Sunderland was 
opened last month, with a formal opening planned for 6 June.

The region continues to offer evidence to the Williams Rail review and press for greater 
devolution of rail powers. It also continues to engage actively in proposals to improve rail links 
through the HS2 rail link and Northern Powerhouse Rail.

Work on Transforming Cities Fund (TCF) Tranche 2 is progressing well with a draft of the 
Strategic Outline Business Case (SOBC) due to be submitted 20 June. The application to the 
Future Mobility Zone Fund was submitted on 24 May.

Work is continuing on the North East Transport Plan, covering both the North of Tyne and 
North East Combined Authority areas.  The Regional Transport Team has been updating the 
data that will inform the Plan’s objectives and aspirations.

Metro patronage has been increasing in recent months and is well above target. 

A campaign strategy is being formulated to highlight the current problems with the East Coast 
Main Line, and to promote the need to invest in the line in the region. 

The Local Growth Fund transport programme is progressing well.

Recommendations
The North East Joint Transport Committee is recommended to note the contents of this 
report. 

Date: 18 June 2019

Subject: Regional Transport Update

Report of: Managing Director, Transport North East



1. Background Information

1.1 Transport for the North 
The development of Transport for the North’s (TfN) work involves considerable input 
from the North East. The Regional Transport Team (RTT) and Nexus are continuing to 
liaise with TfN in supporting the evidence base for their Strategic Transport Plan (STP). 
TfN are working with partners on a set of major road improvement schemes that will 
form a Regional Evidence Base to be submitted to the DfT in July. 4 schemes from this 
region are presently being considered by TfN for possible delivery:

-Tyne Bridge and Central Motorway structural enhancement
-Durham City Northern Relief Road
-Blyth Relief Road
-Sunderland Strategic Transport Corridor phase 4

A final decision on the shortlisted schemes in the north will be made by TfN in July.

1.2 Transforming Cities Fund / Future Mobility Zone Fund
The TCF has been split into two tranches. For Tranche 2, It is anticipated that a medium 
cost bid of the order of £360 million could be submitted for the JTC area.
RTT staff working on Tranche 2 are progressing well with a draft of the Strategic Outline 
Business Case (SOBC), engaging with the LA7 and Nexus in setting out the broad 
objectives and plans for funding. The draft SOBC will be submitted 20 June 2019. An 
update paper is provided elsewhere on the agenda.
An application for Future Mobility Zone funding was submitted on 24 May 2019.

1.3 Northern Powerhouse Rail 
Transport for the North submitted its SOBC for Northern Powerhouse Rail (NPR) to the 
Secretary of State for Transport, who gave a positive reply. The full letter is attached to 
the report for information. Further work is now underway to refine the SOBC to meet 
the SoS requirements, this is expected to take between 12 and 18 months.

1.4 Network Rail re-organisation
As previously reported, Network Rail are reorganising its routes and region structure. 
The 5 regions and 13 routes will come into operation later this year. 
Rob McIntosh has been appointed Managing Director for the Eastern region, covering 
4 routes; the East Coast Mainline, the North East, the East Midlands and Anglia. The 
regional changes take effect from 24 June. The North East now falls under two specific 
routes: An East Coast Route, and a North East Route, covering local rail services. It is 
anticipated that the new routes will be operational by November 2019. 

1.5 Electric Vehicle Infrastructure 
The electric vehicle filling station in Sunderland, became operational in April and has 
been positively received. The official opening of the station is scheduled for 6 June 2019 
and the Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, Greg Clark MP, 
has been invited to attend. 



The 11 EV charging hubs, which are also funded through the Go Ultra Low North East 
programme, are due to be delivered through the summer and autumn 2019 and will be 
installed at strategic locations around the region.
Much of the regions existing EV infrastructure continues to perform poorly, primarily due 
to the age of the chargers. The RTT is working in partnership with several of the local 
authorities to develop tender documentation to procure an operator to upgrade and 
operate the network.

1.6 Strategic Road Network
In March, Cllr Martin Gannon wrote to the Secretary of State for Transport to confirm 
priorities that we wish to see included in the next Road Investment Strategy (RIS2). We 
received a response from the Transport Secretary on 3 April, stating that the DfT will 
announce RIS2 investments by the end of 2019. A copy of the letter is attached for 
further information.  

1.7 Williams Rail Review 
The North East, through JTC, has submitted two responses to calls for evidence by the 
Review team so far. It has worked with TfN on an outline proposition for further 
devolution submitted to the Review on 31 May. The proposition is to be further 
developed over the summer to be able to respond to the expected consultation on the 
outcomes of the rail review expected to be sometime in the autumn. A joint commission 
with Tees Valley Combined Authority has explored options for devolution in the wider 
North East rail geography which will inform input into the TfN proposition. It is 
encouraging that the submission to the Williams Review from the Rail Delivery Group 
(the train operating companies association) aligns with the North East’s response with 
regards to devolution.

1.8 East Coast Main Line 
The RTT continues to play a prominent role in the East Coast Mainline Authorities 
(ECMA) Consortium. ECMA has commissioned research, to be published later this 
year, on the benefits of investment in the ECML. The consultants working on the 
research will also produce an addendum specifically on the benefits to the North East 
of investment in the ECML which we can then use to further our region’s case. 
Working initially with the NE Chamber of Commerce and the NELEP, a campaign 
strategy is being formulated to highlight the current problems with the ECML. A leaflet 
has been distributed to leaders to outline our key asks and reasoning. The leaflet is 
attached for further information.

1.9 North East Transport Plan
Work is continuing on the North East Transport Plan, covering both the North of Tyne 
Combined Authority and North East Combined Authority areas.  
McDonough Marketing Communication was commissioned to undertake some research 
to help shape the direction of the Plan. They did so by carrying out a series of facilitated 
discussions, both individually and collectively, with the Leaders / Elected Mayor from all 
seven local authorities. The RTT is currently updating the data and gathering evidence 
that will inform the Plan’s objectives and aspirations.



1.10 Funding Bids
The RTT has an on-going role in the co-ordination of joint funding bids or initiatives. The 
region has been successful in receiving £10m, the full amount requested, from Tranche 
1 of the Transforming Cities Fund (TCF). Delivery of Tranche 1 schemes is underway.
The next TCF funding opportunity is Tranche 2 where the funding available is much 
larger. More detail on TCF is provided in the separate report on this agenda.

1.11 Tyne and Wear Metro
Metro patronage has been robust in recent months. Over the eight weeks to 31 March, 
patronage totalled 5.664m, 5.7% higher than the target of 5.359m and 1.7% better than 
the 5.568m last year. 
However, there have been some recent challenges. The Tyne and Wear Metro has 
recently suffered from poor performance mainly due to significant overhead line 
infrastructure faults. Services were suspended or severely disrupted for long spells due 
to complex repair work needing to be undertaken. 
Nexus has recently announced plans to increase the number of Customer Service staff 
on stations and trains around the system to record levels in the coming months in order 
to clampdown on antisocial behaviour and fare evasion. Last year, the Nexus Rail teams 
collectively achieved over 365 RIDDOR accident-free days.

1.12 Local Bus Services 
The RTT received a letter from Nusrat Ghani MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of 
State at the Department for Transport, reminding local authorities of the new powers in 
the Bus Services Act 2017. A copy of the letter is attached for further information. 
On 22 May, the House of Commons Transport Select Committee published their 
recommendations to the Government to consider, following their inquiry on bus services 
in England outside London. In October 2018, the RTT submitted written evidence to the 
inquiry representing the views of the region from a strategic transport perspective. A 
copy of the written evidence and the report is attached. 

1.13 Local Growth Fund Transport Programme
Delivery of the Local Growth Fund (LGF) transport programme is progressing well with 
the majority of schemes complete or approaching completion.
The railway elements of Horden Railway Station are expected to start construction in 
July with the station due to open spring 2020 and work on South Shields Transport 
Interchange is progressing well with the station is scheduled to open summer 2019. 
Work on South Shields Metro Training and Maintenance Skills Centre is progressing 
however, completion has slipped to March 2020. The scheme originally proposed for 
Northern Access Corridor has been revised and Newcastle City Council is working with 
the North East Local Enterprise Partnership and RTT to take forward the revised 
scheme.

2. Proposals

2.1 This report is for information purposes only. Therefore, Members are asked to note the 
contents of the report.



3. Reasons for the Proposals

3.1 This report is for information purposes only.

4. Alternative Options Available

4.1 Not applicable to this report.

5. Next Steps and Timetable for Implementation 

5.1 Development of the Transport Plan continues, with the aim to consult on a draft plan 
later in 2019. 

6. Potential Impact on Objectives

6.1 Successful delivery of the various transport schemes and investment proposals 
outlined in this document will assist the JTC in delivering its objective to maximise 
the regions opportunities and potential

7. Financial and Other Resources Implications

7.1

7.2 

The report includes information on funding and financial opportunities. There are no 
specific financial implications arising from this report. 
There are no Human Resource or ICT implications.

8. Legal Implications

8.1 There are no specific legal implications arising from this report.

9. Key Risks

9.1 The risk of work streams not progressing in a timely manner may impact upon the
Region’s ability to achieve its aspirations for improving transport.

10. Equality and Diversity

10.1 There are no specific equalities and diversity implications arising from this report.

11. Crime and Disorder

11.1 There are no specific crime and disorder implications arising from this report.

12. Consultation/Engagement

12.1 Many of the transport programmes outlined in this report have been the subject of 
consultation, at either a regional or national level.

13. Other Impact of the Proposals

13.1 No specific impacts.



14. Appendices

14.1 Appendix 1 – Letter from the Secretary of State for Transport to TfN chief executive, 
Barry White, regarding SOBC for NPR. 
Appendix 2 – Letter from the Secretary of State for Transport to Cllr Martin Gannon 
regarding Road Investment Strategy (RIS2) 
Appendix 3 – North East ECML investment leaflet 
Appendix 4 – Letter from Nusrat Ghani MP, Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 
at the Department for Transport, reminding local authorities of the new powers in the 
Bus Services Act 2017.
Appendix 5 – Written evidence submitted by the North East Combined Authority in 
October 2018 to the House of Commons Transport Committee inquiry into Bus 
services in England outside London. 
Appendix 6 – House of Commons Transport Committee inquiry into Bus services in 
England outside London – Report Summary 
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmtrans/1425/142503.htm 

15. Background Papers

15.1 Not applicable.

16. Contact Officers

16.1 Tobyn Hughes, Managing Director, Transport North East.
tobyn.hughes@nexus.org.uk  Tel: 0191 203 3246
Harry Nicol, Senior Specialist Transport Planner, North East Regional Transport Team. 
harry.nicol@northeastca.gov.uk Tel: 0191 277 8920
John Bourn, Senior Specialist Transport Planner, North East Regional Transport Team. 
john.bourn@northeastca.gov.uk Tel: 0191 277 8972

17. Sign off

 Head of Paid Service: 
 Monitoring Officer:
 Chief Finance Officer:

18. Glossary

DfT – Department for Transport, which plans and invests in transport infrastructure
ECMA – East Coast Main Line Authorities Consortium – a group of Authorities along 
the East Coast Main Line (ECML) that campaigns for investment in it
ECML – East Coast Main Line – the railway line from London King’s Cross to Scotland 
(and branches) via the North East 
LA7 – refers to the area covered by North East and North of Tyne Combined Authorities

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmtrans/1425/142503.htm
mailto:tobyn.hughes@nexus.org.uk
mailto:harry.nicol@northeastca.gov.uk
mailto:john.bourn@northeastca.gov.uk


NELEP – refers to the North East Local Enterprise Partnership, responsible for 
overseeing the SEP
NPR – refers to Northern Powerhouse Rail, a project that seeks funding to deliver a 
new rail line connecting major urban centres in the North
RDG – refers to the Rail Delivery Group, the British rail industry membership body that 
brings together passenger and freight rail companies, Network Rail and High Speed 2.
RIDDOR – refers to The Reporting of Injuries, Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences 
Regulations 1995 (RIDDOR), place a legal duty on employers, self-employed people 
and people in control of premises to report to the Health & Safety Executive: work 
related deaths; major injuries or over-three-day injuries; work related diseases; and 
dangerous occurrences (near miss accidents).
STP – refers to the Strategic Transport Plan that is currently under development by 
Transport for the North
SOBC – refers to a Strategic Outline Business Case, which provides necessary 
information that explains the case for investment in something
TfN – refers to the sub national transport body, Transport for the North


